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A modern sea captain surrounded 
by modern electronics 

contemplating commercial fishing in 
a modern world.

Contracting and Training Fishermen-

The process of gathering data involves many steps.  The first is
locating a vessel that fishes in our target area (the north flank to the 
northeast part of Georges Bank), is willing to be contracted, is willing to 
accept a trainer on board, and finally is willing to do the required work 
when fishing.  When these criteria have been met an SMAST 
technician goes out to sea on a fishing trip with that vessel.  During the 
next five to twelve days the processes of assessing catch, measuring 
fish, and properly coding all paperwork are taught to the fishermen so 
that they will be able to replicate the processes on subsequent trips.  

The paperwork and Tidbit temperature monitors are then brought back 
to SMAST and the information is digitized into useful templates that can 
be used in a relational way by biologists, oceanographers and others.


